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Technical solutions to overcome limitations in the current health care, 

or new medical applications of existing technology, 

that is what Pioneers in Healthcare is all about.



The strength of regional collaboration: 1+1=3



PIHC: Voucher program

• Projects with at least 1 researcher from UT or 
Saxion and 1 clinician from MST, ZGT or DZ. 

• Each year: 11 vouchers of €60.000,-
• Technological pioneering in healthcare voucher

• Applying technology in healthcare voucher

• Seed funding: will our idea work?



Impact on healthcare:
faster introduction of technological innovation

• Technological pioneering
• (further) development of new 

technology for a clinical 
challenge

• Applying technology
• existing technology to be used 

for a new application 



The strength of regional collaboration

• Ca. 90% of project partners still collaborate
• Consortia extended with new partners, often SMEs

• Additional and follow-up funding
• New research lines at universities, in collaboration with hospitals and SMEs

• Valorisation
• Prototypes, spin-off companies, patent applications

• Implementation
• Ca 80% are working on clinical testing or implementation of new technology. 

Patients are involved at all steps in this process
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